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Karen Christensen is an editor and author who has
focused for more than ten years on community and
environmental issues. She is CEO of Berkshire Publish-
ing Group.

In response to a suburban childhood, she became
fascinated by Japan and China, and then, at age ten, by
farming. At fourteen she ran away to a commune, and at
sixteen she made a solo trip by bus deep into Mexico.
After college, she lived in London for more than ten
years, where she worked with Valerie Eliot on the T. S.
Eliot Letters. Her book, Eco Living, now in its third
U.K. edition, and a children’s picture book, Rachel’s
Roses, have been published in France, Germany, Tai-
wan, and China, and she has taught seminars at the Col-
lege of Creative Studies at the University of California,
Santa Barbara, and at the City Institute in London.

In addition to serving as senior editor and shepherd
of the Encyclopedia of Community, she was project
director of the Encyclopedia of World Environmental
History (Routledge, 2003), and coeditor of the Ency-
clopedia of Modern Asia (Scribners, 2002), Interna-
tional Encyclopedia of Women & Sports (Macmillan,
2001) and Encyclopedia of World Sport (ABC-
Clio/Oxford, 1999). 

In Britain, she helped found the Women’s Environ-
mental Network and the Ecological Design Associa-
tion, and she was briefly the U.K. Green Party’s
speaker on women’s issues. Karen has been active in
community affairs and local politics, both in her Lon-
don neighborhood and in the Berkshires. She is cur-
rently working on a book about the search for commu-
nity, A Smaller Circle.

David Levinson is a cultural anthropologist specializ-
ing in contemporary social issues and well-known edi-
tor of major print reference publications. For twenty-
one years, he was on the staff, and latterly
vice-president, of the Human Relations Area Files
(HRAF) at Yale University. 

His first work, a study of the Bowery in New York, was
published when he was still an undergraduate. He has
written widely on ethnicity, social problems, and human
relationships, covering such topics as international ethnic
relations, multiculturalism, substance abuse, homeless-
ness, and violence against women and children, as well as
management and cross-cultural research methods.

In 1992, he was a visiting scholar at the National
Museum of Ethnology in Kyoto, Japan, and he has
received research grants from the Connecticut Humani-
ties Council and the National Institutes of Mental Health.

Levinson currently serves as Berkshire’s president
and editorial director. He was general editor of the
Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment and the Ency-
clopedia of Modern Asia. Among his recent publica-
tions are the first volumes in the Religion & Society
series (Routledge), Ethnic Groups Worldwide (Oryx
Press 1998), Religion: A Cross-Cultural Dictionary
(trade paperback, Oxford University Press 1998), and
the Encyclopedia of Human Emotions (Macmillan
1999). Other publications include the Encyclopedia of
World Cultures, American Immigrant Cultures:
Builders of a Nation, the Encyclopedia of Cultural
Anthropology, the Encyclopedia of Marriage and the
Family, and the Encyclopedia of World Sport.

He is currently writing a history of African American
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church community in Great Barrington, where Berk-
shire Publishing is based and where leading intellectual
W. E. B. DuBois was born and raised.

EDITORS

Robin L. Jarrett is Associate Professor of Family
Studies in the Department of Human and Community
Development, University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign. Her research interests include child and adoles-
cent development, African American families, family
functioning and resilience, urban poverty, and qualita-
tive research methods. 
Dennis R. Judd is Professor of Political Science at the
University of Illinois at Chicago. For several years he
has been a major contributor to the literature on urban
political economy, urban economic development,
national urban policy, and urban revitalization. He also
has published extensively on urban regeneration in
Europe and the United States.
William Metcalf is a self-employed researcher and
author, as well as an Adjunct Lecturer at Griffith Uni-
versity in Australia. He specializes in the study of
intentional communities and has previously served as
president of the International Communal Studies
Association, which is headquartered in Israel. During
thirty years of research, he has visited well over 100
intentional communities worldwide. He is working on
two books, the Findhorn Book of Community Living
and the Encyclopedia of Australian Utopian Commu-
nalism.  
Roberta Moudry is an architectural and urban histo-
rian. She received her M.A. and Ph.D. from Cornell Uni-
versity, where she conducted studies of early-twentieth-
century American planned communities and the
architectural and business culture of life insurance. She
has taught courses in American urban and planning his-
tory and architectural theory.
Ray Oldenburg has held positions in the state univer-
sity systems of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Nevada, and
Florida. His areas of specialization are community and
public life, and he is known internationally for his book
The Great Good Place, which appeared in 1989 and is
presently in its third edition. The idea of “third places,”
a term he coined, has inspired projects including the
Milestone community in Pensacola, Florida. and he

now advises such cities as San Jose, Stockholm, and
Osaka on community development.
Sonya Salamon is Professor of Community Studies in
the Department of Human and Community Develop-
ment at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
She has studied Illinois rural communities, as well as
families and communities, for some thirty years, and is
past president of the Rural Sociological Society. Her
most recent book is Newcomers to Old Towns: Subur-
banization of the Heartland. 
Thomas Sander is Executive Director of the Saguaro
Seminar on Civic Engagement in America at Harvard
University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.
He managed the Social Capital Community Benchmark
Survey, the largest survey of social capital to-date,
measuring levels of social capital in forty communities
nationwide. 
Michael Shuman is a Stanford-trained attorney and
economist. He currently runs two institutions: Bay
Friendly Chicken Inc., a community-owned poultry
company in Maryland; and the Green Policy Institute,
which undertakes public policy research and writing
related to sustainable communities. He is author of
Going Local: Creating Self-Reliant Communities in a
Global Age. 
Barry Wellman is Professor of Sociology at the Uni-
versity of Toronto and Director of the NetLab at the uni-
versity’s Centre for Urban and Community Studies. He
is also Chair Emeritus of the Community and Urban
Sociology section of the American Sociological Asso-
ciation. He is the coeditor of three books, including The
Internet in Everyday Life (Blackwell 2002). He found
community in the 1950s on the streets of New York
City and found the Internet in science fiction novels at
the same time. He has been immersed in some form of
the Internet since 1976. 
Michael Zuckerman is Professor of History at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. He has been studying Ameri-
can communities all his scholarly life. His first book,
Peaceable Kingdoms, was an interpretation of the New
England town in the eighteenth century that helped
establish the “new social history.” In subsequent books
and articles, he has wrestled with the plight of children
in suburbia, the writings of Lewis Mumford, the decay
of the cities, the uses of community service in teaching,
and the place of religion in community studies.
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