
For readers who wish to go beyond the information
in this encyclopedia, the research guides provide a
launching pad for further research. The guide “How to
Use the Census” is an introduction to the single most
important source of information on immigration and
migration in the American West. This research guide
explains how to use census records to study both
historical and contemporary demographic trends with
a focus on states, regions, ethnic groups, counties,
towns, families, or individuals. Whether searching for
an ancestor or for a source of downloadable numerical
data for statistical analyses, readers will find the guide
full of useful tips for locating the best sources of fed-
eral census information, as well as leads to locating
less well-known state and territorial censuses and
Indian rolls.

The U.S. Census Bureau may be the first stop
for many readers interested in pursuing their own
researches into Western immigration and migration,
but there are many other government agencies pro-
ducing useful information. The research guide “How
to Use Government Information” continues where the
census guide leaves off by describing publications and
records available through other federal and state agen-
cies, such as the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (formerly Immigration and Naturalization
Service), congressional commissions, the National
Archives and Records Administration, the courts, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the General Land Office.
The peopling of the West can be studied through

immigration statistics, passenger arrival lists, reports of
Indian agents, naturalization records, and land patents.

Readers interested in exploring the myriad ethnic
and racial groups populating the American West should
begin by consulting the guide “Ethnic and Racial
Groups.” This guide lists a number of resources for the
novice researcher on the West’s multicultural popula-
tion, including encyclopedias, atlases, and Web sites
devoted to the ethnic experience. The guide offers
lists, by ethnic group and state, of Web sites wherein
researchers may find a wealth of digitized primary
source materials, including letters, oral histories, docu-
ments, photographs, and sound and video files. The
research guides “Basques in Nevada” and “Mining and
Immigration in Nevada” provide specific examples of
the wide variety of sources researchers might bring to
bear on the study of Western immigration and migra-
tion. From archaeological work in the mining districts
to the Basque carvings in living aspens, the sources that
researchers might tap to better understand how the West
was populated are as varied as the West’s peoples.

—Susan Tschabrun

BASQUES IN NEVADA

Lured by the possibility of striking it rich, Basques
came west to the goldfields of California, then fol-
lowed the rush to Nevada after the discovery of the
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Comstock Lode in 1859. Less comfortable with min-
ing than with their traditional occupation of herding
livestock, Basques quickly returned to sheep and cattle
production to supply the growing population of the
mining camps with lamb and beef. After the completion
of the transcontinental railroad in 1869, they shipped
wool to the East as well as supplying local needs.

Using Nevada’s thinly populated landscape and
extensive public lands to increase their profits, Basques
roamed the range areas with flocks of sheep, one herder
to each flock, living in isolation for extended periods of
time. The shepherds came to their lonely existence on
contracts from their European homelands and often had
little contact with anyone except their Basque bosses.
This social isolation ensured that they maintained their
language and customs. The largest influx of Basque
immigrants came between the years 1890 and 1930.
Although many Basques returned to their homeland
with their savings, others stayed on to take up ranching
and the operation of hotels, boarding houses, and res-
taurants, all of which catered especially to the Basque
population. Communities of Basque-speaking people
came into existence where little had existed before.
These communities became centers for generations of
Basques, who married and, frequently, exchanged rural
homes for urban ones.

It is not easy to find resources on the earliest
Basques, as many of these men were not well schooled,
and their correspondence was limited. Moreover, the
Basque language is unique and little known outside
the Basque communities in Spain and France and
those areas settled in the American West—mainly
Colorado, Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, Oregon,
California, and Nevada. To learn of the early Basque
migrants to Nevada, we must turn to the children of
these herders who recount the stories they told and the
lives they lived. Probably the leading fictional writer
of the Basque story is Nevada’s Robert Laxalt.

Robert Laxalt wrote four novels about his Basque
family and heritage. His father’s story is captured
in Sweet Promised Land (originally published in
1957), which many consider the archetypal story of
the Basque herder in the American West. Laxalt then
wrote a trilogy about Basque immigrant life, beginning
with The Basque Hotel, a coming-of-age story of the

narrator-protagonist Pete, set in Depression-era Carson
City. The second book, Child of the Holy Ghost, takes
the adult Pete to the Basque country in Europe to
discover the reasons for his parents’ immigration to
the American West. In the final book, The Governor’s
Mansion, the focus is on Pete’s older brother, his
successful run for the governorship of Nevada, and his
unsuccessful bid for U.S. senator. These stories of
Basque life depict the interactions of a migrant people
with the land and their accommodations to the new
culture into which they have been thrust.

The isolated Basque shepherds created their own
form of communication by carving messages, pic-
tures, words, or simply their names into trees. The
white bark of the quaking aspen was a favorite choice.
These smooth-barked trees grow extensively in the
West at over five thousand feet at well-watered sites
often used as camps. A fascinating collection of these
drawings and photographs of the trees is found in
J. Mallea-Olaetxe’s informative text Speaking through
the Aspens: Basque Tree Carvings in California and
Nevada. A number of interesting appendixes include
such things as lists of herders by geographic location
as well as by birthplace and ethnic identity.

A series of interviews captures the life of a herder in
Beltran: Basque Sheepman of the American West. Beltran
Paris worked as a herder, a homesteader, and finally as a
rancher, running a successful sheep and cattle business in
Nevada. Like other successful Basques, he helped other
family members establish their own ranches.

Other titles of interest may be found by visiting
the Web site of the University of Nevada Press
(http://www.nvbooks.nevada.edu). Begun in 1961 on
the University of Nevada, Reno, campus with Robert
Laxalt as editor, the Basque Studies series fills a
unique niche in publishing. The titles offered will
appeal to the layman as well as to those interested in
more scholarly works about all aspects of Basque
history and life in both the old and new worlds.
Additional titles of interest that include discussions of
Nevada’s Basques are Jeronima Echeverria’s Home
Away from Home: A History of Basque Boarding-
houses, in which the author chronicles the close rela-
tionships these boardinghouses had with the herders
as well as with the entire community; Portraits of
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Basques in the New World draws from the individuals’
stories; and Nancy Zubiri’s A Travel Guide to Basque
America: Families, Feasts and Festivals devotes a
large portion to Nevada’s historical past and current
activities for the tourist interested in visiting the com-
munities and tasting Basque cooking.

The Center for Basque Studies (http://www.basque
.unr.edu) at the University of Nevada, Reno, conducts
and publishes Basque-related research and offers
instruction to those interested in pursuing their interests
in Basque language, culture, and history, both in the
United States and in Europe. The center’s development
was guided by emeritus scholar and author William
A. Douglass. Its faculty and scholars conduct research
in anthropology, linguistics, and literature, and their
groundbreaking publications serve to further knowl-
edge about Basques and Basque Americans. The cam-
pus’s Basque Studies Library (http://www.library
.unr.edu/depts/basqlib/Default.htm) holds one of the
best Basque collections in the world for information
about New World Basques. Titles may be borrowed
through your local library.

—Jacquelyn K. Sundstrand
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HOW TO USE THE CENSUS

The United States decennial census is the most impor-
tant source of data on patterns of immigration and
migration in the American West. Taken every 10 years
since 1790, the U.S. census can be used to investigate
numerous demographic trends responsible for peo-
pling the western United States. The degree to which
census records shed light on those processes depends
on the time period under consideration and the level
of detail the researcher wishes to explore, from the
nation as a whole down to specific individuals.

The U.S. decennial census has evolved from a
simple listing of households in the late 18th and early
19th centuries to the much more ambitious data-
gathering project of recent decades, in which census
enumerators not only counted every individual and
gathered information about each one but also sampled
the population to discover trends for a large number
of social and economic variables. Students of the
American West should be aware of the types of ques-
tions enumerators asked at various time periods to
understand the types of immigration- and migration-
related information that was gathered. Relevant ques-
tions include those about an individual’s birthplace
(asked since the 1850 census), parent’s birthplace
(since 1870), year of immigration to the United States
(since 1900), citizenship status (since 1870), language
spoken or mother tongue (since 1900), migration status
(since 1940), and ancestry (since 1980), to mention only
some of the most important. The researcher should con-
sult the U.S. Census Bureau’s Measuring America: The
Decennial Censuses from 1790 to 2000, which brings
together the questionnaires used in all the censuses since
1790 and is a good source for understanding what was
asked during each of the censuses. Similar information
has been gathered into a much more condensed chart at
the University of Michigan.

Names Versus Numbers

After determining the types of information that are
available for the time period of interest, it is useful
to consider the level of detail one wishes to research.
Family historians, genealogists, and some local histo-
rians are primarily interested in gaining access to
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copies of the actual population schedules, to locate
information about specific individuals and families.
These original schedules are available in microfilm
for the time period 1790–1930 at the National Archives
and its regional repositories, some genealogical lib-
raries, and online (for a fee) at Ancestry.com. Since
1930, original census schedules have been closed to
the public until 72 years after the census was taken, to
protect the privacy of the individuals named in those
documents. There is a wealth of information about
conducting genealogical research using census infor-
mation on the Web and in print. Probably the best
single source is the book by Kathleen W. Hinckley,
Your Guide to the Federal Census for Genealogists,
Researchers, and Family Historians.

For researchers who are more interested in study-
ing immigration and migration trends—numbers rather
than names—statistical summaries are available for all
the censuses from 1790 to 2000. American FactFinder
(http://factfinder.census.gov) is a powerful Web data-
base from the U.S. Census Bureau that allows
researchers to search the 1990 and 2000 decennial
Census of Housing and Population, as well as other
Census Bureau censuses and surveys from the same
period. Data may be generated for a large variety of
geographical units, including the nation, a state or
group of states, counties, cities and towns, and census
tracts and blocks. The form the data takes is also
diverse and may include data sets, tables, and color-
coded maps that compare information across multiple
geographic areas. From the American FactFinder home
page, it is possible to access quick information on
immigration and migration by clicking on the People
button and then scrolling down to Origins and
Language or Race and Ethnicity. The same searches
can be performed for different geographies by filling in
a Web form at the top of the People page with a specific
state, county, zip code, and street address. For cus-
tomized tables and maps, it is best to click on the Data
Sets button and select the type of data output desired.
American FactFinder also makes it easy to locate the
exact census tract, block group, or block for a specific
address and view the boundaries of each unit on a map.

Researchers looking for census information from
the 1970 and 1980 censuses will need to locate a
National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) facility or a library with the relevant holdings

in paper, microfiche, or CD-ROM. To find a NARA
facility in your region, use the locator at http://www
.archives.gov/facilities/index.html. To locate a federal
depository library, go to the U.S. Government Printing
Office Access page “Locate a Federal Depository
Library” (http://www.gpoaccess.gov/libraries.html).
NARA facilities and federal depositories are not the
only repositories with census materials, but they are
likely to have the most complete collections. Another
useful tool is the Census Index, put out by the Ohio
State University Libraries (http://www.lib.ohio-state
.edu/refweb/govdocs/census/Cenindex.htm). The Census
Index makes the search for information easier by list-
ing relevant publications from 1790 to 1997, which
may then be located in a specific library. Simply
search the Census Index with a phrase such as “1970
census” to get the exact titles of the census publica-
tions for that year.

For the 1790–1960 period, researchers will find the
University of Virginia Libraries’ Historical Census
Browser (http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/collections/stats/
histcensus/) helpful for immigration and migration
research, provided, of course, that relevant data were
gathered during the census year of interest. The
Historical Census Browser allows the researcher to
browse data for each census year it covers by select-
ing variables and geographic areas down to the county
level. To give just one example, it is possible to choose
the 1920 census, highlight the number of foreign-born
males and females older than 21 years (among many
other possible variables), and view the results for all
states, or, if more detail is required, select several
states to view by county. The results may be easily
graphed by clicking a button, thereby revealing the
county with the greatest number of foreign-born
males and females older than 21 in the selected states.
The Historical Census Browser does not include all
the variables collected by the censuses it includes, nor
does it provide any information below the county
level. Only the data for states (no western territories
before statehood) are included.

The most copious and easily accessible census data
come from the most recent censuses. Census 2000
data have been packaged in many formats and supple-
mented with other survey data. For example, decen-
nial census data form the basis of the Census Bureau’s
“Migration Data and Reports” (http://www.census.gov/
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population/www/cen2000/migration.html) and Map-
ping Census 2000: The Geography of U.S. Diversity
(http://www./census.gov/population/www/cen2000/
atlas.html), but the data in “Geographical Mobility/
Migration” (http://www.census.gov/population/www/
socdemo/migrate.html) and the Population Estimates
Program’s international migration data (http://www
.census.gov/popest/international.html) come from
sources other than the decennial censuses. The U.S.
Bureau of the Census Population Division working
papers (http://www.census.gov/population/www/tech
pap.html) are also extremely valuable. Several working
papers are dedicated to immigration- and migration-
related topics, and they often assist in the difficult task
of mapping data across numerous censuses to give
reliable longitudinal statistics.

Researchers who wish to manipulate census infor-
mation in the form of large data sets using statistical
software will need to download the data from a
data repository. The Inter-university Consortium for
Political and Social Research at the University of
Michigan (http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/) has a large
number of census enumeration data files from 1790 to
2000. The Integrated Public Use Microdata Series
site at the University of Minnesota (http://www.ipums
.umn.edu/usa/index.html) is composed of twenty-
seven high-precision samples of the American popu-
lation drawn from the 1850–2000 censuses. Uniform
codes are assigned across all samples that permit the
quantitative study of social change.

State and Territorial Censuses and Indian Rolls

The U.S. federal government has been the main col-
lector of census data in the American West, but state and
territorial governments have also been players. Just as
the constitutional rationale for the U.S. federal census
was the apportionment of the House of Representatives,
state governments sometimes instituted state censuses
to help in the apportionment of representatives to state
legislatures. Territorial governments, on the other hand,
usually undertook censuses to establish eligibility for
admission as a state to the union.

Most states soon gave up the practice of con-
ducting their own censuses for reasons of cost and
efficiency, relying instead on the decennial federal
censuses. Even when state governments continued to

take them, however, state censuses rarely included
the range of information gathered by federal census
agents. To find out if a state census exists for a partic-
ular Western state, the best general guide is Ann S.
Lainhart’s State Census Records, which lists extant
records by state. Although the focus of the guide is
state censuses, it also lists territorial censuses carried
out by territorial (rather than federal) governments,
early California padron and mission censuses, Texas
rancho and mission censuses, Spanish and Mexican
censuses in New Mexico, Arizona “great registers,”
Colorado voter poll records, and other censuslike enu-
merations of people, especially for time periods for
which no state or federal censuses are available. Most
state and territorial censuses are not as widely avail-
able as the federal censuses, but Lainhart gives leads
for locating the original records.

Finally, Native Americans are largely missing from
federal censuses prior to the 20th century. Before
1870, Native Americans were not counted by federal
enumerators due to their status as members of sepa-
rate nations. Any early rolls that exist were tied to spe-
cific, limited purposes, such as emigration rosters or
annuity payments. However, in 1884, a congressional
act mandated that Bureau of Indian Affairs agents in
charge of reservations submit annual censuses. These
Indian Census rolls, taken from 1885–1940, are avail-
able in microfilm from the National Archives (http://
www.archives.gov/genealogy/census/population/native-
americans-1885-1940.html). These censuses, which
covered only persons with formal affiliation to a tribe
under federal supervision, did not result in a complete
enumeration of Native Americans. The 1900 federal
census is the first census in which a complete enumer-
ation of Native Americans was attempted.

—Susan Tschabrun
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ETHNIC AND RACIAL GROUPS

The role of immigration and migration in the populat-
ing of the American West is evident in the mosaic of
peoples that inhabit the western regions today. The
multiculturalism of the West is nothing new, and
thanks to the range of people who have chosen to set-
tle there, the western states have been the most diverse
in the nation through much of their history. There is a

growing body of primary source materials available
on the Web that allows the researcher to explore the
West’s ethnic and racial diversity through documents,
photographs, sound files, and other media. Before dis-
cussing these Web sites, however, it is useful to explore
some general resources that will orient the researcher
to the population groups in question.

Resources for Getting Started

The Gale Encyclopedia of Multicultural America
(2nd ed., 2000) is the successor to the Harvard
Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups (1980),
which was for years the standard reference work on
the ethnic experience in the United States and is still
worth consulting. The newer Gale Encyclopedia is
also an impressive source, with signed articles that
give overviews of the origins, immigration history,
and cultural attributes of 101 ethnic groups, from
the Acadians to the Yupiat. The Atlas of American
Migration (1998) is a good place to get started on
Western population research; it provides graphic rep-
resentations of the main flows of population through-
out U.S. history, from colonial times to recent decades.
In addition, there are several Web sites that have orga-
nized access to Web resources on the ethnic and racial
groups of the American West:

The Multicultural American West: A Resource
Site (http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~amerstu/mw/). This
Washington State University site provides links to sites
about and by Native peoples, African Americans, Asian
and Pacific Islander Americans, and Latinos, among
other topics.

WestWeb: Western History Resource (http://
www.library.csi.cuny.edu/westweb/). “The Golden
Mountain” (about Asian migratory history in the West),
“Tierra Nuestra” (Chicanos), and “Other Great
Migrations” (African Americans) are only some of the
pages related to Western population history offered by
Catherine Lavender (City University of New York) at
this site.

Digital History (http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/).
The University of Houston site provides, among other
things, links to primary sources for Native Americans
and Mexican Americans.
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The Modern Language Association Language Map
(http://www.mla.org/census_main). Based on data from
the 2000 census, this interactive map allows the user to
graphically view the distribution of thirty languages in
the United States, down to the zip code level.

Resources by Ethnic or Racial Group

Researchers looking for up-to-date or statistical
information on population groups in the West should
consult the many publications of the U.S. Bureau of
Census, including the Census 2000 Briefs and Special
Reports (http://www.census.gov/population/www/
cen2000/briefs.html), many of which deal with spe-
cific ethnic or racial groups (see also “How to Use the
Census,” pp. 739–742 in this volume). On the other
hand, for more qualitative, historical research,
students of the American West will find a wealth of
materials on the Web provided by public institutions
such as universities, libraries, and archives. The Web
sites listed here are a representative sample of some
high-quality sites that provide access to digital collec-
tions useful for reconstructing the lives of westerners.

African Americans

The African-American Mosaic: A Library of Congress
Resource Guide for the Study of Black History and
Culture (http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/intro.html).
Sections on “Western Migration and Homesteading”
and “Nicodemus, Kansas.”

National Archives. “Black History” (http://www
.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/black-history
.html). A large number of African American history
links to both government and nongovernment sources,
some of which deal with the West.

Asian Americans

Chinese

Library of Congress. The Chinese in California
1850–1925 (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award99/
cubhtml/cichome.html). Photographs, original art,
cartoons, letters, records, and printed matter document
the lives of Chinese Americans in California during the
19th and early 20th centuries.

Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.
“Oroville Chinese Temple” (http://bancroft.berkeley
.edu/collections/oroville/index.html). Searchable data-
base of artifacts and photographs relating to a Chinese
temple built in 1863 in Oroville, California.

Chinese Historical Society of Southern California.
“Digital Archive” (http://www.usc.edu/isd/libraries/
collections/chinese_history/). More than a thousand
color images of artifacts excavated from the original
Chinatown site in Los Angeles and a Chinese laundry in
Santa Barbara document the lives of Chinese immi-
grants from 1880–1933.

Japanese

Library of Congress. “Suffering Under a Great
Injustice”: Ansel Adams’s Photographs of Japanese-
American Internment at Manzanar (http://memory
.loc.gov/ammem/aamhtml/aamhome.html). Negatives
and prints of the 242 images Adams shot at the
Manzanar War Relocation Center in California in
1943.

California Digital Library Online Archive of California.
Japanese American Relocation Digital Archives
(http://jarda.cdlib.org/). More than ten thousand images
and twenty thousand pages of electronic text and
oral history transcripts covering the experience of the
Japanese Americans in internment camps during World
War II.

Koreans

University of Southern California. Korean American
Digital Archive (http://www.usc.edu/isd/libraries/
collections/korean_american/). Covering the Korean
American experience during the period 1903–1965, this
large digital collection includes 13,000 documents,
1,900 photographs, and sound files.

Europeans

Irish

Stanford University. The Irish American West: A
Hypertext Corpus of Texts and Research (http://shl
.stanford.edu/IAW/). An effort to make primary texts,
author biographies, and scholarly materials about Irish
Americans in the Western states available online.
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Jews

Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest (http://
www.jhsum.org/asp_pages/index.asp). Photographs,
excerpts from oral histories, and manuscripts recreate
pioneer Jewish life.

Mormons

Library of Congress. Trails to Utah and the Pacific:
Diaries and Letters, 1846–1869 (http://memory.loc.gov/
ammem/award99/upbhtml/overhome.html). Forty-nine
diaries penned by Mormon pioneers, together with
numerous maps, photographs, and published guides,
paint a picture of life on the trail during the westward
migrations between 1847 and 1869.

Scandinavians

Nordic Council of Ministers. Scandinavian Roots,
American Lives (http://www.migrationinstitute.fi/nordic/
index.html). Exhibition photographs, organizational
links, and emigration databases from Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norway, and Sweden

Latin Americans

Library of Congress American Folklife Center. Hispano
Music and Culture of the Northern Rio Grande: The
Juan B. Rael Collection (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/
rghtml/rghome.html). Digitized audio recordings and
textual transcriptions of music of the Spanish-speaking
residents of rural northern New Mexico and southern
Colorado.

California Ethnic and Multicultural Archives, University
of California, Santa Barbara. Chicano Art Digital Image
Collection (http://cemaweb.library.ucsb.edu/digital
Archives.html). More than 1,300 images representing
all branches of Chicano visual arts, including drawings,
graphic arts, and murals.

Oregon State University. “Braceros in Oregon Photo-
graph Collection” (http://digitalcollections.library.
oregonstate.edu/bracero/). The 102 photographs in this
collection document the lives of the workers in Oregon’s
Braceros Program from 1942 to 1947.

University of Texas at Arlington. Tejano Voices
(http://libraries.uta.edu/tejanovoices/). Seventy-seven
oral history interviews of Tejano and Tejana leaders
from across the state of Texas.

University of Texas at Austin. U.S. Latinos and Latinas

and World War II (http://www.utexas.edu/projects/

latinoarchives/). This oral history project provides access

to interview information through its online publication,

Narratives.

Native Americans

Library of Congress. American Indians of the Pacific
Northwest (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award98/
wauhtml/aipnhome.html). The lives of Northwest Coast
and Plateau Native Americans are documented by the
more than 2,300 photographs and 7,700 pages of text
available at this site.

Library of Congress. “Edward S. Curtis’s The North
American Indian” (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/
award98/ienhtml/curthome.html). More than two
thousand photographic images from Edward S. Curtis’s
twenty-volume work, published between 1907 and
1930.

National Archives. “Indians/Native Americans” (http://
www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/native-
americans.html). Extensive list of links to resources from
NARA, the National Parks Service, and other sources of
digital collections, genealogical resources, history, law,
and tribal resources.

National Congress of American Indians (http://130.94
.214.68/indexto.asp). Provides a directory for tribal
governments, links to tribal government Web pages, and
links to Indian organizations throughout the United
States.

Resources by State

Not all digital collections available on the Web
relating to the ethnic and racial groups populating the
American West are devoted to a single group. The
Web sites listed here by state have resources useful to
the study of the people of the West.

Arizona

University of Arizona Library Web Exhibits (http://www
.library.arizona.edu/exhibits/). Lists numerous online
exhibits of digitized of photographs, manuscripts, audio
recordings, and videotapes, many of which relate to
Arizona’s ethnic groups.
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California

Library of Congress. “California Gold: Northern
California Folk Music from the Thirties” (http://memory
.loc.gov/ammem/afccchtml/cowhome.html). Sound record-
ings, photographs, drawings, and documents from
European, Slavic, Middle Eastern, and English- and
Spanish-language communities in northern California.

Library of Congress American Folklife Center. “Voices
from the Dust Bowl: The Charles L. Todd and Robert
Sonkin Migrant Worker Collection, 1940–1941” (http://
memory.loc.gov/ammem/afctshtml/tshome.html).
Sound recordings, photographs, and other materials
dealing with migrants in Farm Security Administration
work camps in central California in 1940–1941.

Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.
California Heritage Collection (http://sunsite.berkeley
.edu/CalHeritage/frame2.html). More than thirty 
thousand images illustrating California’s history and
culture. Collections include “Early California,”
“Native Americans,” “World War II and Japanese
Relocation Photographs,” and “California’s Diverse
Population.”

Colorado

Library of Congress. “History of the American West
1860–1920: Photographs from the Collection of the
Denver Public Library” (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/
award97/codhtml/hawphome.html). More than thirty-
thousand photographs, many documenting more than
forty Native American tribes west of the Mississippi,
during the period 1860–1920.

Kansas

Kansas State University Heritage Group. The Kansas
Collection (http://www.kancoll.org/index.html). Rare
books, letters, diaries, memoirs, photographs, postcards,
and other materials documenting Kansas history.

Kansas State Historical Society. “Documents Avail-
able Online” (http://www.kshs.org/research/collections/
documents/online/index.htm). Lists the Kansas State
Historical Society’s digital collections, including rail-
road immigration pamphlets, photograph collections,
Territorial Kansas Online, and the Western Trails
Project.

Nebraska

Library of Congress. “Prairie Settlement: Nebraska
Photographs and Family Letters 1862–1912” (http://memory
.loc.gov/ammem/award98/nbhihtml/pshome.html).
About three thousand photographs and three thousand
pages of family letters document homesteading in the
Great Plains.

Nevada

Library of Congress American Folklife Center.
“Buckaroos in Paradise: Ranching Culture in Northern
Nevada, 1945–1982” (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/
ncrhtml/crhome.html). This collection of motion pic-
tures, sound recordings, photographs covering the
period 1870–1982 documents the lives of Anglo
Americans, Italians, Germans, Basque, Swiss, Northern
Paiute Indians, and Chinese in Paradise Valley.

North Dakota

Library of Congress. “The Northern Great Plains,
1880–1920: Photographs from the Fred Hultstrand and
F. A. Pazandak Photograph Collections” (http://memory
.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ndfahtml/ngphome.html). Many
of the nine hundred photographs in this digital collection
show the ethnic diversity of the North Dakota rural areas,
including Anglo Americans, Norwegians, Icelanders, and
Eastern Europeans.

Washington

University of Washington Libraries. Washington State
Pioneer Life Database (http://content.lib.washington
.edu/pioneerlifeweb/). Searchable database of writings,
diaries, letters, and recollections of 19th-century pioneers
in Washington State.

Washington State University. Digital Collections
(http://www.wsulibs.wsu.edu/holland/masc/imagedata
bases.htm). Check the drop-down box of predefined
searches to locate digitized collections dealing with
African Americans, Basques, Chinese, Germans,
Italians, Japanese, Jews, Mexicans, Native Americans,
and Russians in Washington.

Multistate Projects

Cline Library, Northern Arizona University. Colorado
Plateau Digital Archives Search (http://www.nau.edu/
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library/speccoll/). Digitized photographs, diaries and
letters, oral history, interviews, films, and maps docu-
ment the Colorado Plateau region, covering parts of
Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah.

Columbia River Basin Ethnic History Project (http://
www.vancouver.wsu.edu/crbeha/projteam/). Although
not a digital collection, this collaborative project by
institutions in Washington, Idaho, and Oregon allows
searching of archival materials about ethnic groups set-
tling the Columbia River Basin held in the collections of
the participating institutions.

National Archives. “Photographs of the American West,
1861–1912” (http://www.archives.gov/research/american-
west/). Almost two hundred selected images of the West
from NARA’s holdings.

Western Trails: An Online Journey (http://www.cdpher
itage.org/westerntrails/). Digital collections from several
institutions in Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, and Wyoming
are searchable at this site. Includes materials relating to
African Americans, Native Americans, German Russians,
Jews, and many other ethnic groups.

—Susan Tschabrun

HOW TO USE
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

The United States government, through its various
agencies, has been gathering information about immi-
gration and migration in the American West since the
western regions fell under U.S. control. This informa-
tion has taken the form of both published documents
and unpublished records. The most voluminous infor-
mation comes from the decennial censuses the U.S.
Census Bureau has taken every ten years since 1790
(see “How to Use the Census,” pp. 739–742 in this vol-
ume), but other governmental agencies have also been
actively gathering useful information. The key to locat-
ing government information is to imagine the points of
contact between immigrants or migrants and specific
government agencies. In other words, under what con-
ditions would the government be empowered to gather
and retain information about a given group of immi-
grants or migrants, and which specific agencies are (or
were) empowered to do so? With a little imagination

and good detective work, the answers to those questions
can point the researcher in several fruitful directions.

In the case of statistics, the U.S. government has
simplified the process of locating information by pub-
lishing a statistical compendium since 1878 that incor-
porates information on social and economic conditions
in the United States from numerous government agen-
cies. The Statistical Abstract of the United States is
available online for all but a few of the years it has been
published (http://www.census.gov/statab/www/). The
amount of immigration- and migration-related informa-
tion to be found in the Statistical Abstract has increased
in measure with the size of the Statistical Abstract
(and the government) over time. The first edition of the
Statistical Abstract was a modest 157 pages; the 2003
edition had ballooned to 1,030 pages. Despite its heft,
the Statistical Abstract does not publish all the statisti-
cal information produced by government agencies, so a
careful reading of the Statistical Abstract for the agency
sources it used to create its statistical tables will often
lead to more information.

Covering the years before 1878, the two-volume
Historical Statistics of the United States: Colonial Times
to 1970 has a format similar to the Statistical Abstract
and allows exploration of long-term trends for the pre-
1970 period. Chapter C, on migration, is divided into
two sections: “Internal Migration” and “International
Migration and Naturalization.” The notes preceding the
statistical tables are very helpful for understanding the
sources of data included and the historical conditions
under which those data were collected.

For most other sources of government information
about the peopling of the American West, it is neces-
sary to identify the specific agencies empowered to
gather relevant information. In the case of internal
migration within the United States, the government has
had few reasons to collect information on migrants
beyond the data gathered as part of the decennial cen-
suses and other census-related surveys, as most move-
ment has been voluntary and unregulated. The glaring
exceptions are the instances of forced migration,
including the Native American removals and the intern-
ment of Japanese Americans. Another potential source
of migration-related data springs from the role of the
U.S. government in the sale of western lands (see the
“Migration” section here).
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Immigration Information

In contrast to voluntary internal migrants, immi-
grants have been far more closely regulated by the
U.S. government, especially during the last 120 years.
The growing concern of the government in regard to
controlling the flow of immigrants into the United
States is reflected in the history of the main agency
charged with regulating immigration. Congress
passed the first federal law to regulate immigration
in 1882. Before that, the government only required
the enumeration of arrivals, not their control. In 1891,
Congress authorized the creation of the Office of the
Superintendent of Immigration in the Department of
the Treasury. The next few decades saw a gradual
elaboration of the powers of this agency, culminating
in 1933, the year it was named the Immigration and
Naturalization Service and housed in the Department
of Justice. Recently renamed the Bureau of Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services, the agency is now
located in the Department of Homeland Security.

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

Under whatever name, the federal immigration
office has published an annual compendium of immi-
gration statistics since 1933. Currently called the
Yearbook of Immigration Statistics, this publication
has also been called the Statistical Yearbook of the
Immigration and Naturalization Service (1978–2001)
and the Annual Report of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (1933–1977). The data in these
publications are derived from agency records dealing
with, for instance, new arrivals or the adjustment
of immigrant status (permanent residency, etc.).
Although much of the information is reported at the
national level, there are tables that break down the
information by state, thereby allowing the researcher
to track trends in immigration as they relate to the
American West. The Yearbook is available online
from 1996 to the present (http://uscis.gov/graphics/
shared/aboutus/statistics/ybpage.htm); older editions
are readily available in libraries with government
documents collections. In addition to the Yearbook,
Citizen and Immigration Services puts out a variety of
reports, data files, and publications that are listed on

its Web site (http://uscis.gov/graphics/shared/statistics/
index.htm).

Congressionally Authorized
Immigration Reports

As immigration has become an increasingly politi-
cized issue in the United States, Congress from time to
time has mandated the creation of large, synthesizing
reports on the impact of immigration and immigrants
in the United States. One such report is that authorized
by the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986,
which requires Citizen and Immigration Services to
report every three years to Congress on the size, growth,
and impact of the immigrant population and the extent
to which government programs have served that popu-
lation. The 1999 and 2002 Triennial Comprehensive
Reports on Immigration are available online (http://uscis
.gov/graphics/aboutus/repsstudies/addition.htm).

Similarly, the Immigration Act of 1990 authorized
the creation of the U.S. Commission on Immigration
Reform, which delivered four reports to Congress before
being dissolved in 1997. These reports, as well as an
important study on Mexico–U.S. binational migration,
auxiliary research reports, and congressional testimony,
are available online (http://www.utexas.edu/lbj/uscir/).

Earlier commission reports are available in
libraries with government document collections. They
include the 1981 report by the Select Commission
on Immigration and Refugee Policy, titled “U.S.
Immigration Policy and the National Interest”; the
1911 “Reports of the Immigration Commission,” by
the Dillingham Commission; and the 1901 “Report of
the Industrial Commission on Immigration.” The 1911
and 1901 reports provide valuable statistical informa-
tion for a period during which there was no regular
publication of immigration statistics. An even earlier
source of immigration statistics compiled from offi-
cial data is the History of Immigration to the United
States by William Jeremy Bromwell (1856).

Passenger Arrivals

Arrivals of persons into the United States comprise
one source of immigration statistics available in the
Yearbook of Immigration Statistics, but the Yearbook
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and its predecessors only cover the time period since
1933. However, earlier information had been col-
lected at least since 1820, as the result of an 1819 law
that required the captain of a ship arriving at a U.S.
port to submit a list (or manifest) of passengers to
the customs official of the port. When the Office of
Superintendent of Immigration was created in 1891,
the administrative structure of the Customs Service
became the basis for the control of immigrants, even-
tually evolving into the immigration bureaucracy we
know today.

Copies of the original ship manifests listing indi-
vidual passengers are records of great interest to
genealogists because they can be used to document
the link between an immigrant ancestor and his or her
country of origin. For that reason, a large number
of passenger arrival records have been microfilmed
and are available through the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA). To see a listing of
records, including those from numerous ports in the
western states (from Andrade, California, to Zapata,
Texas), navigate to the National Archives Immigration
Records page (http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/
immigration/passenger-arrival.html).

Immigrant arrivals across land borders from
Mexico and Canada cannot be tracked through ship
passenger records, and indeed, the laws governing
land border crossings are in several areas different
from those governing ship (and, later, plane) arrivals.
Two National Archives documents assist the researcher
in understanding records from the so-called “land
ports”: “Mexican Border Crossing Records” and an
article in the NARA journal Prologue, “By Way of
Canada: U.S. Records of Immigration Across the
U.S. Border, 1895–1954.” These guides, together
with guides on Chinese immigration records and case
files of early immigrants to San Francisco and Hawaii,
are available from the NARA Immigration Records
page (http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/immigra
tion/#links).

The usefulness of individual passenger or border-
crossing records for researching the history of immi-
grants in the American West is not as clear as their
usefulness in genealogical research, as there is no way
to know where an immigrant settled after arriving at
any given port. For instance, it can be assumed that a

large number of immigrants who migrated to the
American West from 1892 to 1924 entered the United
States through Ellis Island. The Ellis Island immi-
gration records for that period have been scanned and
transcribed into a database by the nonprofit Statue of
Liberty–Ellis Island Foundation (http://www.ellisis
land.org/). The records can be searched using an indi-
vidual’s name, and in the case of a match, the informa-
tion for that individual is displayed in its transcribed
form with a link to an image of the original manifest
page. The data collected on the manifest often include
a column for recording the intended destination of the
passenger, but whether any given person actually trav-
eled to that destination would not be known unless the
researcher was already working with a group of known
individuals. For pre-1933 aggregated statistical infor-
mation, the researcher may consult the Statistical
Abstract after 1878 or, for the earlier period, the reports
“Passengers Arriving in the United States,” annually
submitted to Congress and available in the U.S.
Congressional Serial Set, which may be found in paper
or microfiche at larger research libraries.

Naturalization Records

For immigrants who chose to become citizens,
the naturalization process was another point of contact
between the immigrant and the government. Like pas-
senger arrival records, these records are also of great use
to genealogists because they often indicate the immi-
grant’s country of origin. However, naturalization
records are far more scattered than arrival records
because an immigrant could be naturalized in almost any
court. NARA provides a clear description of the natural-
ization process at the “Naturalization Records” page
(http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/naturalization/).
Researchers interested in these records should consult
Christina K. Schaefer’s Guide to Naturalization Records
of the United States for detailed descriptions of the loca-
tion of records relating to each of the western states.

Migration Information

As already mentioned, the U.S. decennial census
and other Census Bureau surveys are the best source
of information on the migration of individuals to, or
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within, the American West. However, there are some
cases in which the U.S. government’s role in initiating
migration has resulted in an accumulation of govern-
ment records about it. Two such instances are the
Bureau of Indian Affairs records relating to removals
or relocations of Native Americans in the 19th century
and the granting of federal land patents in the western
states in the 19th and early 20th century.

Bureau of Indian Affairs Records

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is the agency
in charge of administering Native American lands.
Originally called the Office of Indian Affairs when it
was created in 1824 as part of the War Department,
the agency was renamed the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and attached to the Department of the Interior in 1849,
where it remains today. From the period of the removals
of the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and
Seminole across the Mississippi into Indian Territory
in the 1830s to the defeat of the Sioux in the 1890s,
the American West was the location of forced migra-
tions that brought many Native peoples into the frag-
mented reservation system still in existence today.
Some of that history is documented in the Annual
Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
(1824–1949), which includes, in addition to the report
of the commissioner to the secretary of the interior,
the texts of reports and correspondence from Indian
agents, territorial governors, and others to the com-
missioner. These reports are available both in micro-
film and, for the period 1824–1920, in the U.S.
Congressional Serial Set. The U.S. Congressional
Serial Set is available at some federal depository
libraries in paper or microfiche and partially online
(http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwss.html).
To use the Serial Set, first consult the U.S. Congres-
sional Serial Set Finding List for these Indian Affairs
reports (http://www.wooster.edu/library/gov/serialset/
agency/I/IndianAffairsAnnual.htm). Researchers will-
ing to travel to the National Archives and Records
Administration or one of its regional facilities can
view records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs from
1793–1989. NARA provides a listing of these records
on its Web site (http://www.archives.gov/research/
guide-fed-records/groups/075.html).

General Land Office Records

Through its land policies, the U.S. government was
instrumental in populating the western United States,
especially in the half century following the Homestead
Act of 1862. The impact of land policies on migra-
tion to the West took place in stages, as well-watered
regions filled up and more arid regions became attrac-
tive to settlers. The General Land Office (GLO) in the
Bureau of Land Management was the agency in charge
of public lands in all the western states except Texas.
The GLO issued land patents documenting the transfer
of land to individuals, and those patents issued in the
western states from 1908 to the 1960s are available
online in the GLO Federal Land Patents Databases
(http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/). The database may
be searched by the names of individuals or the official
land description. More information about GLO records
can be found in NARA’s General Information Leaflet
Number 67 (http://www.archives.gov/publications/
general-info-leaflets/67.html). For land patents in the
western states prior to 1908, researchers should con-
tact the Bureau of Land Management Office for that
state (http://www.blm.gov/nhp/index.htm).

State Government Information

All the government information described so far
was created by the federal government. It probably
comes as no surprise that there is far more federal
government information available on immigration and
migration in the American West than state government
information, in part due to the special role played by
the federal government in regulating immigration,
its role in the decennial censuses, and the greater
resources it has devoted to making information avail-
able to the public through the sale of publications,
the Federal Depository Library Program, the National
Archives, and the Web. Nevertheless, state govern-
ments have also played a role in producing informa-
tion, and it is worthwhile to consider what state
governments might have that is of value.

Some state governments have set up research units,
usually in their finance or labor departments, that pro-
duce reports on immigration and migration (among
other topics) for their states. Examples include the
California Department of Finance’s Demographic
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Research Unit (http://www.dof.ca.gov/HTML/
DEMOGRAP/repndat.htm) and the Washington State
Office of Financial Management Forecasting Division
(http://www.ofm.wa.gov/forecasting/sitemap.htm).
These research bodies often summarize or analyze
data taken from federal government sources, but other
times they pull from unique state-level sources of
information, such as, for instance, the Arizona Work-
force Informer report on “Immigration Based on
Out of State Driver’s Licenses Surrendered” (http://
www.workforce.az.gov/admin/uploadedPublications/
1308_azdmv104.pdf). It is usually possible to figure
out if a state research agency exists in a given western
state by exploring the official Web site of that state.

The insatiable demand for genealogical information
has also persuaded some state governments to invest in
making some of their government records more read-
ily available to the public. The Texas General Land
Office has a freely available searchable land-grant
database, with almost half a million land-grant records,
going back as far as the 1700s. The same office has
made more than ten thousand historical maps of Texas
available, dating from as early as the 1820s (http://
www.glo.state.tx.us/archives/landgrant.html). Another
effort made to assist genealogists is the Historical
Records Search, a project of the Washington Department
of the Secretary of State, which makes it possible to
search for individual names in naturalization, census,
and other diverse records (http://www.secstate.wa.gov/
history/search.aspx).

—Susan Tschabrun
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MINING AND IMMIGRATION IN
NEVADA: FROM THE COMSTOCK
THROUGH WORLD WAR I

The story of Nevada from the discovery of the
Comstock Lode through World War I is the story of
mining, and the story of mining is the story of boom
and bust. As discoveries were made, people flocked
to the new bonanzas from the last discovery, in many
cases disassembling the machinery from one mining
district and transporting it to another. Nevada has the
distinction of being part of an eastward expansion,
as people often came from Nevada’s more populous
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neighbor to the west, California. They came from the
East Coast, and they came from Ireland, Cornwall,
Italy, the Basque regions of France and Spain, China,
Finland, Canada—from all the corners of the earth.
The 1870 census shows that 44 percent of Nevada’s
population was foreign born, and it is likely that some
groups, such as the Chinese, who lived largely in sep-
arate communities, and the Basques, many of whom
were scattered throughout the hinterlands tending
flocks, were undercounted. The immigrants came
from all levels of society, and they brought a vast
array of skills. A brief stroll through the Virginia City
graveyard reveals the presence of many Cornish and
Welsh names, men who brought their mining skills
to Nevada as they had to California and Georgia. Of
course, there were also the Irish and Chinese, both
groups brought west to build the railroads. The
Chinese were largely sojourners, men who had left
behind their families to seek their fortunes and return
home with newly acquired wealth. The Irish were
more likely to be immigrants and more likely to be
assimilated into the general population. The single
factor that united this polyglot population was the pur-
suit of precious metals. Their lives were tied to the
mines. When the mines thrived, communities grew up
and a degree of social order was established. When the
mines failed, these communities became ghost towns
and the population moved on.

That mining communities so often proved ephemeral
makes for difficulty for the researcher. Further compli-
cating the researcher’s task is the transient nature of
the populations under perusal. The ratio between men
and women was more often ten men to one woman.
Frequently, the majority of the female population was
composed of prostitutes, who lived brutal lives under
brutal conditions. Many prostitutes were victims of
violence and, frequently, of suicide. There is little in
the way of personal correspondence.

The same may be said for the male population.
Miners worked twelve-hour shifts six days a week,
and what little leisure they had was spent in the pur-
suit of pleasures such as contests (wresting and box-
ing), animal baiting, gambling, and drinking. Personal
correspondence suffered. The chief source of infor-
mation about the mining communities comes less
from the inhabitants and more from newspapers and

mining records. The former are frequently colored
by politics and hyperbole, and the latter consist of
records that require careful sifting, the province of the
scholar working in primary sources.

For those interested in learning more about the
history of Nevada, there are a number of resources and
histories. Because this discussion cannot be com-
prehensive, only a selective sample is offered here.
Publications dealing with mineral resources and indi-
vidual journal articles are not included. The list of
sources offered is arranged to serve as both an intro-
duction and provide a path to further research.

Often there is no better way to understand an area
than to visit it. This is particularly true of Nevada and
its mining districts. A number of museums devoted to
local history can be found scattered across the state. A
great place to start and of particular interest is the
Tonopah Historic Mining Park, located in Tonopah on
the claim sites that made the area the largest producer
of silver after the Comstock. The 100-acre park pre-
serves original equipment and buildings, and visitors
can view the exhibits and even go underground. Visit
the park’s Web site, at http://tonopahnevada.com/
tonopahhistoricminingpark.htm.

Other museums and historical societies of interest
can be located by going to the Nevada Division of
Museums and History Web site (http://dmla.clan.lib.nv
.us/docs/museums/) and clicking on the “Museums in
Nevada” link. Some comments about local publica-
tions from a few of these institutions are in order.

• The Nevada Historical Society, a state agency
located in Reno, has extensive artifact collections
and a great research library of primary and secondary
sources. The society also publishes a journal, the
Nevada Historical Society Quarterly, covering topics
on all aspects of the state’s development.

• Since 1970, Elko’s Northeastern Nevada Historical
Society has published the Northeastern Nevada
Historical Society Quarterly.

• The Churchill County Museum in Fallon has issued
an annual journal titled In Focus since 1987.

The University of Nevada Press, located on the
campus of the University of Nevada, Reno, has been a
central force in bringing Nevada and Great Basin top-
ics to the public since it began publishing in 1961. Its
current list of books in print contains a number of
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imprints of interest to those attracted to reading more
about mining history throughout the state. These titles
can be viewed and ordered from its Web site,
http://www.nvbooks.nevada.edu. Out-of-print titles
can be requested through a local library’s interlibrary
loan service.

Restless Strangers: Nevada’s Immigrants and
Their Interpreters, by Wilbur S. Shepperson, is partic-
ularly useful to those interested in patterns of migra-
tion. Shepperson was a specialist in immigration
studies and devoted his talents to telling Nevada’s
immigrant history. His interests in exploring local set-
tlement and the cultural adaptation of the foreign born
through historical and statistical surveys are supported
by personal interviews and views of life through local
newspaper accounts and popular fiction. This seminal
work, now out of print, is an excellent introduction to
the various ethnic groups that helped to build the state.

For armchair adventurers, author Shawn Hall has
put together a remarkable series of guidebooks to his-
toric sites and ghost towns in many counties, all pub-
lished by the University of Nevada Press in a similar
format. Romancing Nevada’s Past: Ghost Towns and
Historic Sites of Eureka, Lander and White Pine
Counties covers three of Nevada’s central areas where
early mining discoveries were found. The second,
covering the state’s eastern and most northern county,
is Old Heart of Nevada: Ghost Towns and Mining
Camps of Elko County. Preserving the Glory Days:
Ghost Towns and Mining Camps of Nye County,
Nevada is Hall’s third guidebook, dealing with south-
ern Nevada mining areas, including Rhyolite and Jim
Butler’s discovery at Tonopah. Each county or region
is broken into smaller areas, with each section’s sites
arranged in alphabetical order. Entries of various
lengths include driving directions, an accompanying
map, and historical or contemporary photos illustrat-
ing the site’s past or current state. Hall provides an
excellent bibliography and index to sites, mines, and
individuals.

The most economically and socially influential
strike was the discovery of the Comstock Lode in
1859, in and around Gold Hill and Virginia City.
Miners from the gold fields in California flocked to
the new bonanza, and by 1860, Virginia City and its
environs had grown to about ten thousand people.

Eighty mills were in operation by 1862. Although the
mines produced riches for some of their owners and
shareholders, many miners lost their lives under-
ground in pursuit of their dreams. Today Virginia City
is a frequent stop for tourists interested in viewing
Nevada’s mining history.

For those interested in learning more about the
Comstock’s history, three books may be of interest
among the many written. Dan De Quille’s The Big
Bonanza, first published in 1876 as History of the Big
Bonanza, probably had its most well-known edition pub-
lished by A. A. Knopf in 1947 with an introduction by
Oscar Lewis. De Quille, whose real name was William
Wright, worked at the Territorial Enterprise newspaper
in Virginia City for thirty-one years and knew Samuel
Clemens when he joined the paper. Fascinated with min-
ing but finding no success as a miner in California,
Wright turned to writing on his arrival on the Comstock,
and his book and storytelling abilities capture the time,
place, and people from the perspective of one who
reported on these events as only an eyewitness could.

The second book that deals with the Comstock is
The History of the Comstock Lode: 1850–1997 by
Grant Smith. First published by the Nevada Bureau
of Mines and Geology in 1943, additional materials
were added by Joseph V. Tingley, and the 1998 edition
was copublished by the Bureau of Mines and the
University of Nevada Press. More fact driven in its
history than parts of the Big Bonanza, the book covers
the complete history of Comstock mining operations,
from the silver discovery to 1997. This work explores
economic developments, labor unions, economic
depressions, legal disputes, and political outcomes,
and it reveals the efforts of individuals with names
such as John Mackay, Adolph Sutro, George Hearst,
and Phillipp Deidesheimer.

Women’s lives are the focus in Comstock Women:
The Making of a Mining Community, edited by
Ronald M. James and C. Elizabeth Raymond. The
essays provided by scholars from many disciplines
reveal how women tried to create a stable community
for themselves and their children in a transient mining
town and how their efforts had a social impact. The
authors cover traditional domestic roles for women in
all ethnic groups, as well as the topics of prostitution,
divorce, ladies’ societies, and spiritualism.
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Mining the ore and shipping it from its source
to mills for refining and eventual shipment out of
the area needed the support of additional trades.
Companies formed to supply timber and create mills
to cut the logs into lumber. Hauling of the lumber to
the mines and the ores from them was first completed
by wagon and, if the area was economically stable,
by newly built railroads. Railroads of Nevada and
Eastern California, a two-volume set by David F.
Myrick, provides a comprehensive record of the lines
in the states. Both volumes are extensively illustrated
with photos and maps of the lines.

Author Shawn Hall also covers this transportation
history in Connecting the West: Historic Railroad
Stops and Stage Stations in Elko County, Nevada. As
in his other guidebooks, Hall discusses and illustrates
the historic sites within the county, basing his text on
numerous primary and secondary sources.

Hugh A. Shamberger, a former state engineer,
wrote ten volumes on historic mining camps of
Nevada, in cooperation with the U.S. Geological
Survey and the Nevada Department of Conservation
and Resources. He provides an interesting perspective
on the use of natural resources, particularly water in
the desert environment, and discusses the develop-
ment of many mining districts. He draws on many
original sources and newspaper accounts and includes
photos and interesting maps reproduced from original
or early plates, such as the Garnier map of Candelaria
(Esmeralda County), which shows the location and
name of each person’s dwelling or business, thus
exhibiting the mix of nationalities within the town.

Useful contributions to regional history include
Donald R. Abbe’s Austin and the Rees River Mining
District: Nevada’s Forgotten Frontier; Russell R.
Elliott’s Nevada’s Twentieth-Century Mining Boom:
Tonopah, Goldfield, Ely; Sally Zanjani’s Glory Days
in Goldfield, Nevada; and James W. Hulse’s Lincoln
County, Nevada, 1864–1909: A History of a Mining
Region. Hulse remarks on the peculiar difficulties of
putting such a work together:

Residents of most early Nevada mining towns were
poor recorders of history. Statistics on mineral
production and accounts of the operations of the
mines must be regarded with caution because there

was often reason to falsify such data. Memoirs of
old-timers warrant caution, too. . . . Newspapers of the
era were optimistic most of the time, and they may
deceive a historian because of the enthusiasm in good
times and wishful thinking in dull times.

For those intrepid souls who wish to learn more
about a community, newspapers are a wonderful
source of information from not only the news columns
but also the advertisements. Nevada’s mining commu-
nities generated newspapers aplenty. In Restless
Strangers, Wilbur Shepperson states that by 1870, at
least thirty-eight papers had been founded in Nevada,
but only eighteen were still being published. Richard
E. Lingenfelter and Karen Rix Gash offer a geograph-
ical guide to newspaper sources in The Newspapers of
Nevada: a History and Bibliography, 1854–1979.

Many more voices are being coaxed out of the
desert. Archaeology and artifacts reveal lives of resi-
dents in an area, how they lived, what they ate, and
what they discarded. A good overview of archaeologi-
cal procedures can be found in Donald L. Hardesty’s
work for the Society of Historical Archaeology, The
Archaeology of Mining and Miners: A View from the
Silver State. Frank Crampton’s personal account of life
in the mines, Deep Enough: A Working Stiff in the
Western Mine Camps, reveals that “Life at the mines
was tough.” Mrs. Hugh Brown wrote about her twenty
years in Tonopah in Lady in Boomtown: Miners and
Manners on the Nevada Frontier. The three-volume
Journals of Alfred Doten, 1849–1903, is a fascinating,
detailed account of early California and the Comstock.

The story of early Nevada, the people, and the
events, is a work in progress. Through artifacts and pri-
mary sources (e.g., photographs, letters, maps, ledgers,
and the like), a clearer picture of the people of Nevada
and their activities in the mining camps begins to
emerge. The materials being collected by and donated
to museums, historical societies, and library special
collections are progressively more accessible through
the Internet, making it possible for the researcher to
make connections and reveal discoveries that would
heretofore have required extensive travel. The state’s
two university library’s online catalogs can be con-
sulted for additional resources. Primary sources of
documentation are usually housed within their special

Appendix: Research Guides———753



collections departments. The catalog for University
of Nevada, Reno’s Special Collections can be viewed
at http://www.library.unr.edu/specoll. The online cata-
log for University of Nevada, Las Vegas’ Special Col-
lections can be found at http://www.library.unlv.edu/
speccol.

—Jacqueline K. Sundtrand
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